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out to a confluence or interpenetration of selves. It seems
that, in the state of Liberation, the individual knows
hiluself to be the All-self2 from; the point of view of
the content consciousness; and he ceases to identify
himself with the limited personality.  But this articulate
self-knowledge of the All-self is explicitly present only
in the centre consciousness, which has attained Liberation;
and Liberation is in this sense purely a personal matter.
The paradox is more intelligible to us if we remember
the inseparability of the subjective and the objective factors
in ordinary knowledge of the finite self. The true function
of the subjective factors, which are operative in the centre
of consciousness, is to grasp, develop and intellectual-
ly appropriate the objective world and not itself as an.
isolated or self-sufficient centre. However, owing to certain-
psychological factors like desires, the centre does not
function perfectly, and it creates a prison for itself in the
form of the T or the ego, on the basis of the bodily
existence. Identification with the body is thus responsible
for the illusion of separateness. But as the centre of con-
sciousness frees itself from its limiting desires, it goes
beyond the artificial division between the subject and the
object and realizes the unity of the two. Just as the true
function of a mirror is to reflect all other things but not
itself, the real value of the centre of consciousness lies in.
its capacity to reveal the true nature of Ultimate Reality.
It is egoism which makes it identify itself with a narrow
and finite empirical self; but when the ego disappears
through right understanding, it knows itself to be identical
with the one indivisible Reality.
2     SaruabhutastJzamatmanam sarvabhiitani caimani
Ikshate yogayuktma sarvatra samadarsmah.
—The Bhagavadgita, VI, 29-
"The self, harmonized by yoga, seeth the Self abiding in all
Wings and all beings in the Self; everywhere he seeth the same."
5                                                                   f

